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PARISH HALL 
Hall Annual General Meeting 
The AGM will be held at the Parish Hall on 22nd May 2019.  
The next Trustees meeting is on 17th April 2019 at 7.30pm 
 
Grass Cutting and Maintenance 
Volunteers welcome to help keep the hall grass under control with 
regular cuts.  Also, the car park rain gullies need to be cleared, anyone 
interested in helping?  Saturday 20th April 2019 between 10.30am and 
12.30pm. 
 
Car Boot and Table Top Sale 
A car boot and table top sale is being planned for May 6th (Bank 
Holiday Monday) at the hall and car park.  Further details will be 
available soon. 
 
Awards for All 
A successful bid for funding towards the hall extension fund has 
realised a grant of £10,000, which rounds off an excellent year where 
almost £17,000 has been secured from various supporting sources. 
 

ASHWATER PARISH COUNCIL 
On Thursday, 2 May 2019 elections will be held across Torridge to 
elect 36 councillors to Torridge District Council and also to elect 
councillors to town and parish councils.  Further information will be 
going up on the Parish Noticeboard and anybody wanting to stand 
should contact either the Parish Clerk or Torridge District Council 
Elections Department to request the relevant nomination form. 
Useful information can be found on the Torridge District Council 
website at https://www.torridge.gov.uk/article/17923/Local-and-
Parish-Elections---2-May-2019 
 
Ashwater Parish website has been redesigned. For your information, 
the website address is www.ashwaterparish.org.uk .  Please advise 
details of any changes required to the following email address: 
ashwaterparishwebsite@gmail.com  
 
With rural crime on the rise, it is important that all crimes, no matter  
how small, are reported to the police. There is a threat to policing in  
rural areas and we may lose a police presence so please ensure that 
you keep the police informed of any crime in the area. Your local 
PCSO is Emma Tomkies who can be contacted on 07718 575465 or by 
email on emma.tomkies@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk. 
 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at Ashwater Parish Hall 
on Wednesday 10th April at 7.30pm. 
 

ASHWATER SHOP 
In March we held a raffle and coffee morning to raise money split 
50/50 between the shop and The Walking Football Team for over 
50's.  We were very lucky with the weather and had a good turnout 
which helped us to raise a total of £145.  The two hampers were won 
by Lorraine Coburn and Fiona Gross. 
 

Comment:  

Happy Easter to all. 

Newsletter: Contributions for the next Newsletter by 
26th April please to ibuxton16@btinternet.com  

 Events in the hall (unless otherwise stated) 

4th April – Pub Lunch, Village Inn 12.30pm 

4th April – Ladies skittles, 7.30pm 

5th April – Coffee Morning, 10.30am-Noon 

10th April– Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm 

12th April –Coffee Morning including ‘Get Knitting’ 
10.30am -Noon 

17th April Hall Trustees Meeting, 7.30pm 

19th April – Coffee Morning, 10.30am-Noon 

19th April – Good Friday 

20th April – Working Party 10.30am – 12.30pm 

21st April – Easter Day 

22nd April – Easter Monday 

23rd April – St George’s Day 

26th April – Coffee Morning 10.30am – Noon 

Advance Notice 

2nd May – Council elections, Parish Hall 

6th May – Car boot and Table top sale 

 

Ashwater Hall – Bookings and enquiries 
Email: lmyetman@btinternet.com 
Tel: 01409 211131 
 
Ashwater Shop 
Hours: Mon – Frid: 8.30am to 5.00pm 
 Saturday: 8.30am to12 Noon 
 Sunday: 9am to 12 Noon 
Tel: 01409 211192 
 
Post Office 
Hours: Mon – Thurs: 8.30am to 4.30pm 
Friday: 10.00am – 4.00pm 
Saturday: Closed 
Sunday: Closed  

https://www.torridge.gov.uk/article/17923/Local-and-Parish-Elections---2-May-2019
https://www.torridge.gov.uk/article/17923/Local-and-Parish-Elections---2-May-2019
https://www.torridge.gov.uk/article/17923/Local-and-Parish-Elections---2-May-2019
https://www.torridge.gov.uk/article/17923/Local-and-Parish-Elections---2-May-2019
http://www.ashwaterparish.org.uk/
http://www.ashwaterparish.org.uk/
mailto:ashwaterparishwebsite@gmail.com
mailto:ashwaterparishwebsite@gmail.com
mailto:ibuxton16@btinternet.com
mailto:ibuxton16@btinternet.com
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The Walking Football Team are a new team who play in Holsworthy on Sunday mornings and are in need of 
team shirts, so we hope the raffle proceeds will help them towards their purchase. 
 
On the same day, we had a visit from the Plunkett Foundation, who came to see how the shop runs following 
our prize from last year for 'Investing In The Community'.  They spent the day filming the shop, coffee morning 
and they also interviewed some of the volunteers. 
 

VILLAGE INN MONTHLY LUNCH – 4th April 2018 
Please book in advance or by 10.30am on the day at the latest on 01409 211200.  The two-course meal is 
priced very reasonably by Phil and Dee and is great value – join us from 12.30pm. Air Ambulance donations are 
now being collected in the shop. 
 

LADIES SKITTLES – 4th April 2018 
The next game is at 7.30pm on 4th April 2019.  Come and play even if it’s for the first time, you will be 
welcome. 
 

MEN’S SKITTLES 
Mixed results meant the season closed with our teams in the lower half of the league.  The Arthur Palmer 
Memorial Trophy was retained by Roy Graham, runner up Stuart Turner – congratulations to both who 
consistently scored well to reach the final. The new season starts in the autumn. 
   

ASHWATER HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
The new schedule for the show in August will be available shortly. 
 

ASHWATER PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Ashwater Primary School prides itself on being a community school. Since joining the school as Headteacher in 
September 2018, I’ve been overwhelmed by the support that Ashwater Village have given us in supporting 
fundraising events such as the Sunday Roast which was held in the Autumn Term and the Big Breakfast  which 
took place a few weeks ago. These and other fundraisers are only possible thanks to the hard work and 
dedication of our fantastic parents. The money raised has helped to support our school and pre-school and we 
are very grateful to the Ashwater community for their support. Since September, there have been many 
improvements to the school environment including, bright and colourful playground markings. The children 
love them and they are inspiring the children to be active, creative and learn through their play. There has 
been a huge focus on improving the inside of the school, including the development of the library to make it a 
warm and inviting place for children to enjoy a book. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I very much enjoy working in a village school, as being part of the community is important to me. Since 
September we have increased the opportunities to invite parents and the wider community into school. Every 
Friday, parents now join us to watch our Celebration Assembly, in which children share their work to the 
audience with growing confidence and receive certificates for working towards our core qualities which stem 
from our school motto:  
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Aim High; Be Resilient; Take Care of Each Other 
In the Autumn Term we warmly welcomed members of the local community to our Harvest Celebration, where 
they enjoyed soup made by the children and a bread roll for lunch and to our Christmas church service. 
March has been a very busy month for Ashwater School with Reading Week and Grandparents’ Day which 
have been hugely successful. 
 
Reading Week was fantastic and included a book fair, a readathon and a Community Reading Morning. Parents 
and members of the community thoroughly enjoyed watching the children parade in their book character 
costumes and many stayed on to share a story with the children or do a book related activity with them. The 
children really benefitted from this and the adults enjoyed being part of the day. 
 
Our inaugural Grandparents’ Day was a wonderful day! I was overwhelmed by the turn out and the effort that 
the grandparents made to support their grandchildren and the school. Grandparents who live locally attended, 
along with some who had travelled from other parts of the country especially for the day. We arranged the 
day because we are very aware that grandparents play an important role in grandchildren’s lives. It may be 
that grandparents provide practical help and support in terms of looking after grandchildren or helping with 
homework or it could be that the grandparent  is the person that a grandchild has developed a special 
relationship with; one that is different to the relationship they have with their own parents. 
 
The day began with a presentation from the children. Many grandparents commented on how confident, even 
the youngest children were at presenting to an audience, this is something we have been trying to develop 
through our weekly Celebration Assembly. 
 
After a tea break, the children proudly showed their Grandparents around the school and shared the work 
they have been doing in class. There was also an opportunity for family portrait photos which were taken by a 
professional photographer. 
 
The day ended with a delicious roast chicken lunch. It was so lovely to see the grandparents’ interactions with 
their grandchildren.  

 
We look forward to many more community events which we hope you will join us for. 
 
Mrs Ruh Alford 
Executive Headteacher, Ashwater Primary School 
 

ASHWATER CAMERA CLUB 
The Camera Club are seeking to take photos of the activities of the various clubs and societies in Ashwater to 
submit to the shop for consideration of inclusion in the 2020 calendar, contact has been made with many 
already, but if any have been missed and wish to take part please contact Caroline Gill by email at 
doodlewiz@gmail.com  

mailto:doodlewiz@gmail.com
mailto:doodlewiz@gmail.com


Ashwater Newsletter 
   April 2019  

4 

 

 
Vol 6-04 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The next meeting will be at 7.30pm in hall meeting room when Bob will present part two of making the most 
of the Gimp software.  On Saturday 11th May 2019 we hope to pay a visit to the Otter Sanctuary at North 
Petherwin, please confirm if you wish to join us and we will try to secure a party booking.  Sorry but no dogs 
are allowed. 
 

ASHWATER CHURCH - April Services 
6th April Celtic Communion  6.30pm     18th April Agape and foot washing  7.00pm 
19th April Good Friday Vigil  10.00am  21st April Family Communion  6.30pm   
28th April Evening Prayer   6.30pm 
 

BRANDIS CORNER WILDLIFE GROUP 
The next meeting is on Saturday 6th April, 2.00 pm at Bradford and Cookbury Village Hall featuring an 
illustrated talk by Dr. Cathy Horsley of the Bumblebee Conservation Trust.  Members £1.00 (Adults), 50p 
(Children). Non-Members £2.00 (Adults), £1.00 (Children).   Bees are under threat and Dr.Horsley wii advise 
how we can all help then to survive. More details are available from June Green on 01409 221050 or through 
our website: http://www.bcwildlifegroup.co.uk/events/  
 

HOLSWORTHY WALK AND TALK 
Hopefully the Equinox will bring some Spring weather to accompany us on our April walks as we are venturing 
out onto the footpaths again.  As part of our Germansweek walk we cross over the north-eastern tip of Roadford 
Lake. It will be interesting to see whether the recent rains have made any significant impact on the water levels 
which were looking very low when we went last year. 
 
Walking has been shown to benefit Type 2 diabetes, heart disease, cancer and many more physical and 
psychological conditions.  Everyone is welcome to join us.  All walks are free. 
 
Friday walks move off at 10.30 am from various locations around the area. Details of location and terrain can be 
found on our walk programme.  Monday Level 1 walks in Stanhope Park, Holsworthy start at 10.30 am meeting 
outside the Holsworthy Area Sports Pavilion. 
 
Further information from Gillian Aston 01409 254642 or email:  holsworthywalkandtalk@gmail.com 
 

******* 
 
  

 
 
 

Will Your Town or Parish Council Join the Pick? 

Great British Spring Clean 22 March - 23 April 2019 

The Great British Spring Clean, which is set to be the country’s biggest-ever mass-action environmental 

campaign. 
 
Volunteers across the country will soon join forces to clean up litter pollution from our streets, parks and 
beaches, recycling as much as possible. 
 

http://www.bcwildlifegroup.co.uk/events/
http://www.bcwildlifegroup.co.uk/events/
mailto:holsworthywalkandtalk@gmail.com
mailto:holsworthywalkandtalk@gmail.com
https://keepbritaintidy.cmail19.com/t/i-l-nujdje-yujtluydlh-y/
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We’ve already exceeded last year’s total of 371,000 volunteers taking part, and we are on course to reach our 
target of 500,000. 
 

But we can't deliver the Great British Spring Clean without your amazing support on the ground. Please show 

your support for the campaign and let us know if you'll be holding a clean-up event. 
Will your Town or Parish Council help clean up this country?  

 
  

**** 
YEARS AGO 

Last month the newsletter reproduced an extract from the equivalent publication in 2009 featuring progress 
towards the new parish hall.  Here are two more, one each from 2004 and 2015: 
 
April 2004 – At the April meeting of the parish hall it was confirmed that the land donated by Mr Jack Moon is 
now owned by the parish hall committee.  This is very good news and means that we can move onto the next 
phase of the work needed to complete the project. 
 
March 2015 - As advised previously the Post Office are changing their branch structure and Ashwater have had 
to apply for PO Local Status as the existing Outreach Service is being terminated. 
 
The first stage involved a paper based application containing a comprehensive three year business plan and 
evidence of trading figures, since the shop opened plus a whole raft of supporting documentation.  
 
The figures and projections were scrutinised and accepted and we were approved for the interview stage of the 
application. 

 
On 14th February a 2.5 hour interview was conducted at Teignmouth Post office on all aspects of the need for a 
PO to continue in Ashwater.  
 
Our case was presented as a visually projected display backed by comprehensive notes.  Negotiations regarding 
opening hours were conducted and the matter now rests with a specially convened committee to decide if our 
proposals are acceptable. (Incidentally if anyone is interested there is a copy of our PO application for perusal in 
the shop). 
 
One of the key reasons for PO Ltd to pursue the ‘Local’ route is that Government see it as a way to get 
convenience shops (many of whom are open early and trade until late at night) to sell more Post Office 
products without the staffing problems that could arise if existing Post Offices had to keep longer hours. 
 
Ashwater needs a PO, but it cannot stay open for longer hours as it is unlikely that volunteers will work late 
evenings or all day at weekends and paying for more staff is unaffordable. 
 
Meanwhile it is business as usual and the competition from home delivery of groceries by various large 
Supermarket Chains continues – please continue your support for the shop as it is essential. 
 
As we now know the application was successful and the new PO was opened in July 2014. 
 

…….AND FINALLY 
Having just put the clocks forward here is a reminder to put them back again on 27th October! 

 
 
 

Yes, we will hold a Great British Spring Clean 

event 

https://keepbritaintidy.cmail19.com/t/i-l-nujdje-yujtluydlh-j/
https://keepbritaintidy.cmail19.com/t/i-l-nujdje-yujtluydlh-j/
https://keepbritaintidy.cmail19.com/t/i-l-nujdje-yujtluydlh-j/
https://keepbritaintidy.cmail19.com/t/i-l-nujdje-yujtluydlh-j/
https://keepbritaintidy.cmail19.com/t/i-l-nujdje-yujtluydlh-t/
https://keepbritaintidy.cmail19.com/t/i-l-nujdje-yujtluydlh-t/
https://keepbritaintidy.cmail19.com/t/i-l-nujdje-yujtluydlh-i/
https://keepbritaintidy.cmail19.com/t/i-l-nujdje-yujtluydlh-i/
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ADVERT 
 

• No Transport? 
Need a pickme-up? 

 

     Ring & Ride 

      •Door-to-door service for all ages 

      •Wheelchair & scooter accessible 

       Here for Hire 

      •Mini Bus Hire for Community Groups & Charities 

      •£50/day - £30/evening  

      •Self drive  

  Cars for Care 

      •Door-to-door service 

      •Times to suit your appointments 

      •45p per mile 

Call 

01409 259001 
 
 
 

office@holsworthyruraltransport.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Carroll Suite, Holsworthy Memorial Hall, Holsworthy EX22 6DJ  
 
 
 
 
 

Advertising in the Newsletter 
Small adverts cost £25 per issue and help to cover the cost of paper and printing, which are otherwise donated or paid from parish council funds raised through the local precept. 

 

Distribution of Newsletters 
My thanks to those who provide articles for and distribute the newsletters.  If you know of anybody who did not receive a copy please let me know: copies will always be available 
at the Village Shop, Parish Hall and in the Village Inn.  Any information for inclusion in or offers to help please contact Ivan Buxton on 01409 221073, e-mail 
ibuxton16@btinternet.com.  Don’t forget to visit the Ashwater Website:  www.ashwaterparish.org.uk  
 
Printed by: Parish Magazine Printing, Northmoor, Whitstone, Holsworthy EX22 6TD Tel: 01288 341617 Email: phillip.tucker@parishmagazineprinting.co.uk 

mailto:ibuxton16@btinternet.com
mailto:ibuxton16@btinternet.com
http://www.ashwaterparish.org.uk/
http://www.ashwaterparish.org.uk/

