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68th Ashwater Agricultural Show
A big thank you to everyone who visited and supported the 68th Ashwater Agricultural Show, on Saturday 17th August presided 

over by Mr Roy Moon and Mrs Margaret May-Yates, our presidents for 2019. 

There was an array of beautifully turned out stock in the cattle and sheep classes with excellent entries this year, while 37 farmers 
of the future, demonstrated their excellent skills in the young handler’s classes. Family pets including Guinea pigs, rabbits, 

chickens and ducks were showcased in the Fur and Feather tent while numerous dogs took part in the family fun dog show.

Horse classes commenced bright and early - the morning saw strong competition in the horse, pony and novelty classes, children 
enjoyed taking part in the Gymkhana. The horse events were rounded off in the afternoon with show jumping competitions.

The show was officially opened by the President at 1.00pm, followed by a parade of vintage tractors in the main ring where Mr 
Roy Moon and Mrs Margaret May-Yates warded ‘Presidents choice award‘ sponsored by Pat May Drainage and Groundwork’s to 
the winning tractor. A parade of the South Tetcott Hunt hounds and a Parade of Stoke Hill and North Dartmoor Beagles followed.

The show was held in conjunction with Ashwater Horticultural Show, where people from across the Parish demonstrated their 
skills in a range of classes from flower arranging to homemade preserves. The craft tent was bursting at the seams with a 
showcase of local products and the various village organizations were represented including the Church, the PTA with a cake stand 
and the Community Shop showcasing their goods. 
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The committee would like to say a big thank you to all those who generously 
sponsored classes including Kivells, Mr and Mrs S J Griffin, Carey Valley Woodlands, 
Mr A Ogborne, S.W Steel, Dave Lawrence, Mr P Moon, Mr and Mrs S Mitchell, 
Hoopers Equestrian, Ashwater Village Shop, Pat May Drainage and Groundwork’s, 
Daveys Livestock Haulage, Amberellas, Lark Plant. Chris Ruby Livestock Scanning, Mr 
and Mrs Crocombe, Karen Edworthy Sports Therapy and Injury Rehabilitation, S.W 
Woodcrafts, Penbode Vets for generously supplying the goodie bags for the Young 
Handlers and Very Kindly sponsoring the dog show and Oakleat Stud for the Horse 
and Pony Championship and Supreme Championship winners sashes.

There were many prize winners throughout the day with those wining cups in the 
livestock and horse classes listed below:
Cattle classes: Glass Bowl for Supreme Champion Cattle – Messrs E C Haste; L Rockett 
Cup best yearling heifer – Ellenor Taylor; Show Committee Cup for Best Local Beef – 
Lucy James.

Young Handlers: The Ken Jones Cup for Young Handlers Cattle – Kian Frain. Mr & 
Mrs G King Cup for Young Handlers Sheep – Lynda Rennie.
Sheep classes: Supreme Champion Sheep sponsored by Mr and Mrs S J Griffin and 
presented with a glass bowl – G & J Hutchings ; Ashwater Show Cup for Sheep Female 
Champion – Sue Martyn; Frank Howard Cup for Sheep Male Champion – G & J 
Hutchings; C K Jones Cup for most points gained in Sheep Classes – P Martyn-Uglow; 
H Newcombe Cup for Best Pen of Lambs – Phil Martyn-Uglow; 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS IN THE 
PARISH HALL - unless otherwise stated

4th Wednesday evening badminton 
 resumes 7.00pm

5th Pub Lunch 12.30pm 
 - The Village Inn

6th Coffee Morning 10.30am

7th Cinema Evening

11th Parish Council meeting 7.30pm 

13th Coffee Morning 10.30am

16th Camera Club 7.30pm

18th Parish Hall Trustees Meeting
 7.30pm

20th Coffee Morning 10.30am

21st Ashwater Church Big Breakfast 
 9.30am
 Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir 
 7.30pm - Bridestowe

27th Coffee Morning 10.30am

28th Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 10.00am - 12 noon - Ashwater  
 Village Green
 Craft Fayre 10.00am - 2.00pm

ASHWATER SHOP Tel: 01409 211 192
Shop Hours
Mon – Fri:  8.30am - 5.00pm
Sat: 8.30am - 12 noon
Sun: 9am - 12 noon
Post Office Hours
Mon – Thurs: 8.30am - 4.30pm
Fri: 10.00am - 4.00pm
Sat: Closed
Sun: Closed

Newsletter Contributions
Deadline for the next Newsletter is 
Monday 23rd September
Please email to: 
ashwaternewsletter@gmail.com 
Thank you to the contributors and all 
those who distribute the Newsletter.
The Newsletter is available to 
download from the Ashwater Parish 
website: www.ashwaterparish.org.uk/
parish-newsletter

PARISH HALL 
BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES
Email: 
ashwaterparishhall@gmail.com
Tel: 07787 290 292

©
Le

sle
y 

M
ar

ty
n-

U
gl

ow
©

Le
sle

y 
M

ar
ty

n-
U

gl
ow



Ashwater Newsletter – September 2019

3

Horse classes: The Classes ; Supreme Championship (all Champions) sponsored by Carey Valley Woodlands and presented with 
the Michael Drown Cup – Keith Locke; Best Pony Cup Champion – Keith Locke; Kivells Cup best Mountain & Moorland Pony – 
Keith Locke; Den Piper Cup novelty Classes Champion – Leah Worth; Show ASHWATER Committee Cup Open Show Jumping – ; 
John Forward of Henford Studio Architects Cup for highest placed 16 year old or under in open Show jumping – George Heard; 
John Forward of Henford Studio Architects Cup for Highest placed member of the Pony Club in Novice Jumping – George Heard.
The first prize winners for further classes are listed below:
Fur and feather classes: The Gerry Family Cup for champion Bird went to The Sobey Family; Best Guinea Pig – Avril James; Best 
Rabbit – Mollie Isaac; Pure Bred Large Fowl – Sobey Family; Pure Bred Bantam – Peter Sobey; Any Other Variety – Lucy Webster; 
Large Waterfowl – Helen and Bob Jiggins; Bantam Waterfowl – Evie Hutchings; 
Hay – Rhonda Fry, Big Bale Silage- Ashley and Lewis Furse; Clamp Silage- Steve Furse; 

The Committee would like to reiterate its sincere thanks to all our sponsors, judges, programme advertisers and donors for 
their generous support of this year’s show as well as to our President, Mr Roy Moon and Mrs Margaret May- Yates for carrying 
out their roles admirably. Thanks also to Ashwater Football club for their hard work this year with various activities throughout 
the day. In addition the Chairman, Mr Paul Moon, would like to say a huge thank you to everyone involved, the members of 
the committee and all those non-members, family and friends who also generously give up their time to make the show a 
success, helping in preparation, setting up, fetching and carrying, selling dance tickets, selling draw books, lending equipment, 
providing refreshments, running bars, parking cars, cutting verges and hedges leading to the Show Ground, as well as clearing up 
afterwards! Finally a very big thank you to everyone who came and supported the show on the day, entered classes and took part 
in activities! Without the help and support of so many people the show would not be possible.

86th ASHWATER HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
There were plentiful entries to the 86th annual show with many classes having near record numbers. Particularly pleasing was the 
submission of the skilful variety entered by the children. The colourful displays of flowers and encouraging entry numbers for the 
Japanese ikebana style made judging a difficult but pleasing task. Vegetable classes, despite the vagaries of the weather leading 
up to the show were a credit to the entrants and the cookery and preserves tables were fully covered with a delightful array of 
sweet and savoury dishes. Congratulations to the following winners of the cups and trophies.

1 Perpetual Shield in memory of Mr P Moon for winner of single rose -
 Jenny Tratt
2 Perpetual Cup in memory of Mr W Gilbert, best exhibit for pot pants -
 Reiko Davis
3 Perpetual Cup for most points in the flower classes - Fiona Bull
4 Perpetual Shield given by C & T March for ‘Judges Choice’ in flower
 section - Jenn Tratt
5 Perpetual Rose Bowl given by Mrs W H Cole for best entry in sweet pea
 classes - Sandy Bone
6 Perpetual Trophy in memory of Marcus Cole for winner of hanging
 basket - George Webber
7 Perpetual Silver Salver in memory of Elizabeth Burley for patio planter -
 Tina Drowne
8 Cup presented by Mr A Palmer for best dahlias in flower classes -
 George Webber
9 Perpetual Shield in memory of Mr May for most points in fruit classes -
 Phil Luxton
10 Cup presented by Mr A Palmer for best onions in the vegetable class -
 Sue Luxton

11 Perpetual Shield for ‘Judges Choice’ in the vegetable classes - 
 Diana Snartt
12 Perpetual Challenge Cup presented by T A F Crocker for most points in
 vegetable classes - Diana Snartt
13 Perpetual Challenge Cup ‘The President’s Cup’ given by Preb. P. Ince for
 best entry in collection of vegetables - Diana Snartt
14 Perpetual Challenge Shield for the winner of best trug - Diana Snartt
15 Cup presented by Mrs May-Yates for most points preserves class -
 Diana Snartt
16 Perpetual Cup presented by the WI for most points in the cookery class
 - Ivan Buxton
17 Challenge Cup presented by Mr H Gillard for most points in the
 children’s classes aged under 11 years - Amalie Hunt and Bradley Beare
18 Perpetual Cp presented by Mr F Moore for person between 12 and 16
 years gaining most points - Rowan Tidball
19 Cup in memory of Bett Gill for best entry in classes 34-36+53 -
 Helen Bone
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SHOP TALK 
SHOP AT THE SHOW
Following a great day at the Ashwater Village Show on 17th 
August, we would like to congratulate the winners of our Home 
Brew competition: Mr and Mrs Summers from Henford: Best 
Alcoholic Home Brew for their Perry.
We were thrilled to see so many of you supporting the shop 
by buying products from our tent and having a try at out the 
bottle tombola. Many thanks to all who supplied bottles. 

SPONSOR THE 2020 CALENDAR
‘Clubbing it in Ashwater 2020’ is the theme for next year’s 
calendar, featuring our local clubs.
We are offering 2020 Sponsors of the calendar two options:
£20 for a banner along the bottom of a page
£50 for a full page. With the option for the sponsor to select a 
photograph of their choice. 
Please support the village shop and sponsor a £20 banner or a 
£50 full page, contact John on 211192. 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
Saturday 28th September, 10am - 12pm. 
As in previous years, the Macmillan Coffee Morning will be on 
the village green, in a marquee. There will be lots of delicious 
cakes and goodies to eat, tea and coffee, plus lots of fun for all 
the family including face painting, a raffle and craft stalls.

We will be holding a Childrens Cake Competition, this will be 
judged on the day at 11.30am, so don’t forget to bring your 
entries to our tent in time.
There are two categories: Under 10 years and 10-16 years
Please put your name on the bottom of your plate. We hope 
you are feeling very creative!
Please leave your cakes/biscuits at the shop the day before or 
bring before 10.00am to the village green on the day.

VOLUNTEERING IN THE SHOP
Finally, we would like to thank all those who have recently 
joined our corps of volunteers. However, we would like to 
appeal to everyone out there who has an hour or two to spare 
to consider joining us as we are still under staffed. Please see 
John in the shop for more details of what is involved.

PARISH HALL
WINE AND WISDOM
With our feet firmly under the table the hall committee would 
like you to join us in our first event, so keep the Saturday 19th 
October free for a Wine and Wisdom evening. Teams of up to 
six people £6.00 per person, doors open at 7.00pm with the 
first round starting at 7.30pm. Everyone welcome with the 
proceeds being used to give the hall a much-needed makeover. 
Ashwater village shop will provide the bar. 
Please contact Mell Lowe to book your table.  
Email: mloweaph@gmail.com

TIME CAPSULE
The time capsule that was recently discovered will be re-buried 
along with a new one from Ashwater Primary School in March 
2020. This will also coincide with our 10 Year official opening 
where we will invite everyone to join us for an afternoon tea to 
celebrate, we will give you more details about this event in the 
coming months. 
As always we are open to new ideas and have had some 
brilliant ones - which we are working on! 
We are all very approachable and would love to hear from you.

COFFEE MORNINGS
Continue with freshly made cakes and coffee/tea, all more 
than welcome. 
Wendy’s knitting demonstrations resume on Friday, September 
13th, at the Parish Hall during the coffee morning. 
From now until December Wendy will be demonstrating
how to make knitted gifts or decorations for Christmas. Why 
not come along to the coffee morning and enjoy a chat and a 
cup of coffee while you pick up a few tips.
DVD & CD Sale at the Coffee Morning on Friday 13th 
September 10-30am – 12noon. Proceeds to Bloodwise 
(Formerly Leukaemia & Lymphoma Research).

PARISH COUNCIL
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at Ashwater Parish 
Hall on Wednesday 11th September at 7.30pm

VE Day 75th Anniversary Celebrations 
At the moment only four people have come forward to help or-
ganise this event, we really need more people from the various 
local clubs to help commemorate this National event.
Anyone interested please contact the Parish Council at: parish-
council@ashwaterparish.org.uk

Environment Agency – Abstracting Water
The Parish Council has received new regulations for abstracting 
water from the Environment Agency. People who were previ-
ously exempt from requiring a licence to abstract water may 
now require one and are recommended to find out whether 
they would be affected by the changes.
To find out more see the PDF on the Parish website:  
https://www.ashwaterparish.org.uk/noticeboard
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ASHWATER SCHOOL & PRE SCHOOL
What fun we all had at Ashwater show, the children loved the 
bouncy castles. The Ride-on-Tractors and toys provided by the 
school and parents gave good entertainment for the children 
and a welcome rest for the adults. 
The competition of ‘guess how many sweets in a jar’ was won 
by Sarah Grylls. 
The PTFA would like to thank all of you who supported the 
competition and cake sale.
School and Pre School starts for the children on Tuesday 3rd of 
September. 
The Baby and Toddler Group will continue to run on Tuesday 
mornings. 
If you are new to the area and have a young family, this is a 
great way to get to know people. 
The PTFA will be meeting in the new term to plan their fun 
raising events for the coming school year. 

ASHWATER SCHOOL
I can’t believe that we are at the end of a very busy but suc-
cessful year. I have thoroughly enjoyed my first year as Head-
teacher of Ashwater School and there have been many high-
lights, some of which I will describe below but for me the best 
thing about this year has been getting to know the children, 
staff, families and community of Ashwater.
In the Autumn Term, we established our school motto and 
vision which have been the bedrock of everything we do in the 
school:
Aim High; Be Resilient; Take Care of Each Other
We are aspirational learners who 
Build Relationships by being Resilient, Resourceful, Reflective 
and Respectful
We introduced weekly Celebration Assemblies which celebrate 
and reward children’s effort in working to develop the qualities 
described in our motto and vision and have allowed parents to 
feel more involved in school life and see the children’s confi-
dence to present to an audience develop so well.
To read this report in full please go to :
https://www.ashwaterparish.org.uk/noticeboard

BREAKFAST CLUB
We will also be starting our Morning Health Club from 8:00 am, 
which will include a fitness activity and breakfast. This will not 
only provide our parents with before school child care but will 
kick start the children’s day to develop their vitality and fitness.

FOUNDATION STAGE UNIT
You may know that we have a very large conservatory which 
leads off our Infants’ classroom. I am delighted to tell you that 
the plans to convert the conservatory roof from a glass roof 
to a solid roof will take place over the holidays. This is very 
exciting because it means that we will have two large, fully 
functioning, interconnecting classrooms which will serve as a 
fabulous provision for our Foundation Stage Unit and Key Stage 
1, which will incorporate our Pre-School (age 2 – 4), Reception, 
Year 1 and 2. 
We will be able to separate off the children if one group is 
doing quiet work while the others are more active, yet we will 
also be able to offer the older children opportunities to learn 

creatively and the younger children role models to help them 
to become ‘school ready’. 

THE ASHWATER SHOW
A huge thank you to our parents and governors who helped to 
set up the Ashwater School stand.
 
May I take this opportunity to thank all our families and com-
munity members for the support you have given me and the 
school this year. 

As I have mentioned we hold a weekly Celebration Assembly, 
these take place on Fridays at 3:00pm. We would warmly  
welcome members of the Ashwater community to attend this. 
It is a lovely end to the week with children receiving certificates 
and sharing what they have learnt that week to an audience. 

If you would like to attend, please kindly call the office on 
01409 211228 by Thursday of each week. We hope to see you 
in the new term.
Mrs Ruh Alford, Executive Headteacher

CAMERA CLUB
Monday 16th September, 7.30pm
Posing people: using natural light for portraits and general 
portrait photography tips. 

YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHERS COMPETITION
The competition closes on Friday 6th September.
Entry forms are in the village shop - just on the left as you go 
in. See advert on the back page with more details.
Photos can be emailed to the address on the entry form or 
prints can be left at the shop.
50p per entry, to be given in with the entry form at the shop.

ASHWATER PARISH CHURCH -  
ST PETER AD VINCULA
Church Services:
Sunday 1st September Morning Worship 9:30am
Sunday 8th September Holy Communion by extension 9:30am
Sunday 15th September Family Worship 9:30am
Sunday 22nd September Morning Prayer 9:30am
Sunday 29th September Joint Benefice Service 11:00am
All are welcome to attend. 

ASHWATER CHURCH BIG BREAKFAST
Saturday September 21st, 2019 
9:30am – 11:30am at the Ashwater Parish Hall.
Come along for a hearty plate of food, freshly brewed tea/ 
coffee and great company. 

TORRIDGE MOBILE LIBRARY
Thursday 12 September, Stop at the Village Inn
Arrive 2.20pm and Depart 2.50pm
For more information or copies of the Timetable in large print:
Telephone 0345 155 1001
Website www.devonlibraries.org.uk
Email info@devonlibrariesunlimited.org.uk
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ASHWATER SKITTLES TEAM NEEDS YOU!
The Men’s Team runs the risk of following the Ladies out of 
the Holsworthy & District Skittle League because of a limited 
number of players and their advancing years. 

Our average age is currently 71, with our youngest players in 
their 50’s and the oldest in their 80’s. We would like to recruit 
younger players to ensure continuity of the Team, but would 
willingly accept older players as well. As most of us are well 
into our latter years, we are prone to serious ailments which 
have cost us the services of several players in recent seasons. 

The Team finished last season very near the bottom of the 
three League Divisions. We would like to return to our more 
acceptable position in the upper half of Division 2! As any-
one who has seen me play can testify, there is no great skill 
required!

We play on Tuesday nights from October to March with games 
starting at 7:30pm. Home matches are played in Ashwater 
Parish Hall. Away matches generally are within a 45 minute 
journey time of Ashwater, so players would need to be avail-
able from 6:45pm at the earliest. Ownership of a vehicle and 
willingness to transport a couple of teammates on occasion 
would be helpful but not essential.

If you are interested, please contact Terry Darby on 01409 
211229 or Bob Griggs on 01409 211213.

CRAFT FAYRE
Saturday 28th Sept. 2019 10am – 2pm. At the Parish Hall.

HOLSWORTHY WALK AND TALK
So far this month our Friday walks have included both Upper 
Tamar and Roadford Lakes, with Holsworthy Woods and Milton 
Damerel to look forward to. We have been fortunate to not 
have had the huge amounts of rain which other areas have 
experienced particularly in Derbyshire. We enjoy the spectacle 
of the reservoirs and the walks they provide but the damage 
sustained by the Whaley Bridge dam shows clearly the high 
levels of maintenance required to keep them safe, not just for 
public access and wildlife but also for the surrounding areas.

Each month we aim to offer a variety of walks. Walking has 
been shown to benefit many physical and psychological 
conditions and Walking for Health state that a Health Walk 
should be three miles in length, 90 minutes duration with the 
aim of increasing the heart rate. Our Level 3 walks certainly 
achieve all of these criteria together with varied scenery 
and terrain. Level 2 walks offer less challenging terrain and 
slightly shorter routes which help to build up fitness. Our 
Level 1 walks in Stanhope Park are particularly suited to those 
who are recovering from illness or surgery or living with 
long-term health conditions. Getting back to being physically 
active following illness or surgery can feel challenging but 
Stanhope Park offers a flat tarmac track with plenty of benches 
strategically placed and the opportunity for a coffee and biscuit 
afterwards in the Holsworthy Area Sports Pavilion.

Our Friday walks meet at 10.30 am various locations as listed in 
our programme. Monday walks meet outside the Holsworthy 
Area Sports Pavilion at 10.30 am. All walks or FREE. We no 
longer meet outside the Scout Hut. Apologies to anyone who 
has received out of date information on the meeting point.

For further information please contact Gillian Aston on 01409 
254642 or check out the website www.walkingforhealth.org.uk

TAMAR VALLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR 
ST BRIDGET’S CHURCH, BRIDESTOWE, EX20 4EL
Presented by The Friends of St. Bridget’s, directed by Rosemary 
Cole with guest soprano soloist Pippa Macdougall on Saturday 
21 September.
In support of St Bridget’s Church and The Alzheimers Society 
(Charity No. 296645)
Doors open at 7.00pm, performance starts at 7.30pm.
Adult £8.50 / Under 16s £5 / includes a glass of wine and 
refreshments.
Tickets can be purchased from:
Bridestowe: Riverside Stores & PO; The White Hart 
Okehampton: Posh Paints, St James Street.
Enquiries to Georgina Hodgson 01837 861183

WALKING FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT

The Walking Football Tournament was held on Sunday 18th 
August at the Holsworthy Leisure Centre. The four teams were 
the Holsworthy Hasbeens, the Bridgerule 49ers, and two mixed 
gender teams Bideford 1 and Bideford 2. 
Six 15 minute games were played with each team playing three 
games. They were all cheered on by an enthusiastic crowd, 
including Joanna Heaven, Holsworthy Mayor and Robert 
Painter, The Portreeve.

Congratulations to the winners the Bridgerule 49ers. 
Scores were:
Bridgerule 49ers - 7 points 
Holsworthy Hasbeens - 6 points
Bideford 2 - 4 points
Bideford 1 - 0 points
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ART EXHIBITION -  
LARAINE GOLDING 
Saturday 14th - Sunday 22nd September, 
11.00am - 5.00pm
As part of the popular Devon Open 
Studios programme Laraine Golding will 
again be opening her Cottage Gallery in 
September. 
Having previously exhibited in various 
galleries including Menier Gallery, 
London, Henley Gallery, Oxfordshire 
and Hatters Gallery, Luton, Laraine 
moved to Devon eight years ago and 
completed a Landscape Diploma, gaining 
a distinction.
Come and see Laraine’s paintings, her 
inspiration ranges from landscape to still 
life, botanical to seascape, in various 
mediums.
The Cottage Gallery, Henford, Ashwater, 
EX21 5DA
Telephone: 01409 211401

THE VILLAGE INN LUNCH
Please book in advance or by 10.30 on 
the day. Join us from 12.30pm for the 
two-course meal. Call 01409 211 200

BUDE AND HOLSWORTHY 
MACULAR GROUP
The next meeting will be held in the 
Manor Suite, Memorial Hall, Holsworthy 
2pm - 4pm. All are welcome who suffer 
from poor eyesight.
10th September - Film Show and Talk on 
local railway stations.
Contact David on 01409 211 401
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No Transport?
Need a pickme-up?

Ring & Ride
Door-to-door service for all ages
Wheelchair & scooter accessible

Here for Hire
Mini Bus Hire for Community Groups & Charities

£50/day - £30/evening
Self drive

Cars for Care
Door-to-door service

Times to suit your appointments
45p per mile

Call: 01409 259001
Email: office@holsworthyruraltransport.co.uk
The Carroll Suite, Holsworthy Memorial Hall,

Holsworthy EX22 6DJ

Advertising in the Newsletter
Half page advert £25 per issue, quarter page advert £12.50. Published by the Ashwater Parish Council

Distribution of Newsletters
To receive a copy of the Newsletter, please email: ashwaternewsletter@gmail.com

DEADLINE FRIDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER
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